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5.00.00 GENERALLY 

5.00.01 Purpose and Intent 

A. It is the purpose of this section to regulate the installation, configuration, and use of 

accessory structures, and the conduct of accessory uses, in order to ensure that such 

structures and uses are compatible with surrounding areas. 

B. Accessory structures and uses are those uses, activities, and structures that are 

customarily associated with the principal uses permissible in a zoning district. 

Accessory uses and structures shall be clearly incidental and subordinate to permissible 

principal uses. 

C. Permissible accessory uses and structures are identified in Chapter 2, Table 2.03.03. 

D. No accessory use or structure shall be established prior to the establishment of a 

principal use on the site where an accessory use or structure is proposed. 

 

5.01.00 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES  

5.01.01 Home Occupations 

A. Home occupations may be permitted as an accessory use in a lawfully established 

dwelling unit located in the R-1E, R-1, and R-2 zoning districts. The standards for home 

occupations are intended to ensure compatibility with other permitted uses and with the 

residential character of the neighborhood. 

 

B. The following and similar uses shall be considered home occupations: 

1. An office, such as for professionals and general businesses. 

2. Instruction or teaching, such as, but not limited to, academic tutoring, performing 

arts, or fine arts, provided that no more than two (2) students are instructed at any 

one (1) time. 

3. Administrative or clerical support services, such as transcription, court reporting, 

stenography, notary public, or word processing, data entry, or addressing services. 

4. Authors, composers, or creators of intellectual property. 

5. Telephone answering services. 

6. Beauty salons, barber shops, nail technicians, or similar personal service, limited to 

one (1) chair or station. 

7. Similar uses: An interpretation that a use is similar shall be based on the tasks and 

activities normally associated with the proposed use and the similarity of those 

tasks and activities with the tasks and activities of a listed use. 

 

C. The following uses are specifically prohibited as home occupations: 

1. Appliance and motor repairs (small or large). 

2. Automotive, vehicle, or watercraft repairs. 

3. Florist. 

4. Veterinary clinic. 

5. Office for a doctor, dentist, or other medical practitioner. 

6. Repair of radios, televisions, computers, CD or DVD players, or other similar 

equipment. 

7. Any occupation involving hazardous materials. 

8. Restaurants. 

9. Any other occupation which does not meet the standards in Section 5.01.01. 
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D. All home occupations shall comply with the following standards: 

1. Employees of the home occupation shall be limited to the residents of the dwelling 

in which the occupation is located. 

2. A home occupation shall be required to have a City Business Tax Receipt (BTR).  

There shall be one (1) BTR for each business conducted in the dwelling. 

3. The use of the dwelling unit for the home occupation shall be clearly incidental and 

subordinate to its use for residential purposes, and shall not change the residential 

character of the structure. 

4. Not more than twenty-five (25) percent of the habitable floor area of the dwelling 

unit shall be used in the conduct of the home occupation. 

5. There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the building or premises or 

other visible evidence of the conduct of such home occupation including outside 

storage or signs pertaining to the home occupation.  However, one (1) unlighted 

nameplate, not more than one (1) square foot in area, may be attached to the front 

wall of the dwelling unit identifying the name of the business which constitutes the 

home occupation. 

6. No home occupation shall be conducted in any accessory building, except for the 

permissible parking of vehicles in a garage or carport. 

7. No open storage of equipment shall be permitted except that which is of a quantity 

and configuration normally used for purely domestic purposes. 

8. The home occupation shall not generate noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or 

electrical interference to adjacent properties. 

9. Up to two (2) passenger vehicles, which may be commercially marked, are 

permissible in association with the home occupation.  All permissible vehicles shall 

be parked within a lawful garage, lawful carport, or on the driveway.  However, 

vehicles with a primary purpose of commercial use are prohibited; such vehicles 

include well-drilling trucks, tow-trucks, cement mixers, semi-trailers, tractors, 

refrigerated trucks or vans, graders, or other earth moving equipment.  Lawn 

equipment trailers and similar vehicles are permissible provided that they are 

screened from public view and limited to one (1) per dwelling.  Taxi cabs may be 

permissible, provided that all such vehicles can be parked within a garage, or 

carport, or on the driveway. 

10. No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than 

would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood.  The basis for evaluating 

traffic generated shall be data available from the Institute of Transportation 

Engineers. 

11. Any need for parking generated by the conduct of such home occupation shall be 

met by the parking areas serving the residential use, such as the driveway, garage, 

or carport.  No vehicle shall block access to the driveway or pedestrian movement 

on a sidewalk. 
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5.01.02 Accessory Structures and Uses in All Zoning Districts 

A. Accessory uses and structures may be located on a parcel, provided that the following 

requirements are met: 

1. There shall be a permitted principal structure or use on the development site, 

located in full compliance with all standards and requirements of this LDC. 

2. Accessory structures shall be included in all calculations of impervious surface and 

stormwater runoff. 

3. Accessory structures shall be on the same development site, which may consist of 

combined lots, and shall be subordinate to the principal use or structure. 

4. Permanent accessory structures shall not be located within or on any required 

easement. 

5. Accessory structures, other than fences and flagpoles located in compliance with 

the requirements of Sections 5.01.08 and 5.03.07, shall not be located within any 

required buffer or landscaping area, parking lot, or protected area.  The applicant 

shall demonstrate that accessory structures proposed in a stormwater management 

area shall have no negative impact on the intended function of the area. 

 

B. Accessory uses and structures that contain recreation facilities, gyms and health club 

facilities, parks, playgrounds, play courts, and play fields shall not be open to the 

general public.  Such accessory uses and structures are intended for the use of the 

residents or employees of the principal use. 

1. There shall be no signage advertising the uses and structures. 

2. Parking to support the accessory use or structure shall be provided as set forth in 

Section 6.04.02. 

3. Accessory structures shall be designed for consistency and compatibility with the 

principal building(s) on the site. 

 

C. Site development standards for accessory buildings 

1. An accessory building in the R-1E, R-1, R-2, YC, MX-1, and MX-2 zoning districts 

shall not exceed one (1) story, except where an accessory dwelling unit is approved 

in the second story above a garage. 

2. An accessory building in the R-1E, R-1, R-2, YC, MX-1, and MX-2 zoning districts 

shall have a roof pitch of 4:12 or shall match the roof pitch of the principal building. 

The required side and rear yard setbacks for accessory buildings in the R-1E, R-1, 

R-2, YC, MX-1, and MX-2 zoning districts are shown below. 

a. Accessory buildings up to 200 s.f. in floor area shall be setback three (3) feet 

from side and rear property lines. 

b. Accessory buildings in excess of 200 s.f. in floor area shall be setback seven 

and one-half (7 1/2) feet from side and rear property lines. 

c. Accessory buildings on a corner lot shall have a setback of fifteen (15) feet from 

the property line abutting a street. 

3. An accessory building in the YC zoning district shall be setback from the rear 

property line ten (10) feet when the cumulative total square feet of floor area in all 

buildings is less than five (5) percent of the land area required for the wetland 

buffer.  When the cumulative total square feet of floor area in all buildings exceeds 

five (5) percent, the rear setback shall be fifty (50) feet. 



Fort Walton Beach  Land Development Code 

 

Development Standards                      Page 5 - 7  

 

4. Accessory buildings in the CF and CG zoning districts shall have a minimum rear 

yard setback of seven and one-half (7 ½) feet. 

 

D. Standards for specific accessory structures are set forth in Section 5.01.03 through 

5.01.17.  

 

 

5.01.03 Accessory Dwellings in Residential Zoning Districts  

A. Purpose 

1. The purpose of this section is to help ensure a wide variety of housing choices to 

City residents and allow opportunities for extended family living. 

2. This section provides for accessory dwellings, also called accessory apartments, 

guesthouses, helper quarters, mother-in-law suites, and granny flats. 

3. The intent of this section is to ensure that the establishment of an accessory 

dwelling in a residential zoning district maintains compatibility of the area by 

minimizing or avoiding potential negative impacts from a secondary dwelling unit. 

 

B. Applicability 

Accessory dwelling units are permissible in R-1E and R-1 when established in 

compliance with the standards set forth in this section. 

 

C. No more than one (1) accessory dwelling shall be established on a single-family lot. 

 

D. Standards for an accessory dwelling located within the principal dwelling 

1. An accessory dwelling shall be an integral part of the principal dwelling structure. 

It shall not be construed to be located within a principal dwelling when it is 

connected to the principal dwelling only by a breezeway or roofed passageway. 

2. An accessory dwelling shall not be permissible within a nonconforming dwelling. 

3. The establishment of an accessory dwelling shall only be permissible when the 

principal dwelling can continue to meet all site development standards, including 

setbacks, height limits, stormwater management, landscaping and tree protection, 

and impervious surface coverage after establishment of the accessory dwelling unit.  

An accessory dwelling shall not be permissible where a variance or waiver is 

necessary in order to allow the accessory dwelling. 

4. One (1) additional parking space shall be provided, either within an existing garage, 

or carport, or on the driveway.  Where on-street parking is established for the 

neighborhood, on-street parking may be counted to meet this requirement.  No 

parking shall be located within or on a front or side yard setback. 

5. An accessory dwelling shall be limited to a maximum of twenty-five (25) percent 

of the total livable floor area of the principal dwelling. 

6. An accessory dwelling shall not result in changes to the exterior appearance of the 

principal dwelling that are inconsistent and incompatible with the style and 

appearance of the neighborhood. 

7. The existence of an accessory dwelling shall not be construed to allow additional 

accessory structures on a single-family parcel beyond the number and type of 

accessory structures permissible with the principal dwelling. 
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8. There shall be no additional signage to identify the accessory dwelling, other than 

the signage permissible for the principal dwelling. Standards for signs in a 

residential zoning district are set forth in Section 5.03.00. 

9. There shall be no additional mailbox, exterior utility equipment, or other evidence 

of an accessory dwelling unit. An accessory dwelling shall not have separate 

metered utility service, except as otherwise provided in the Florida Building Code. 

 

E. Standards for an accessory dwelling within a detached garage structure 

1. An accessory dwelling shall be an integral part of the detached garage structure. 

The accessory dwelling may be located on the ground floor or a second floor above 

the garage, provided that the height limit for the zoning district is met. 

2. An accessory dwelling shall not be permissible within a nonconforming structure. 

3. The garage together with the accessory dwelling shall comply with all site 

development standards pertaining to the district, except that setback standards for 

a detached garage are applicable as set forth in Section 5.01.07. 

4. An accessory dwelling located within a detached garage shall not exceed 600 

square feet or twenty-five (25) percent of the total living area of the principal 

dwelling on the site, whichever is less. 

5. One (1) additional parking space shall be provided, either within an existing garage, 

or carport, or on the driveway. Where on-street parking is established for the 

neighborhood, on-street parking may be counted to meet this requirement.  No 

parking shall be located within or on a front or side yard setback. 

6. The existence of an accessory dwelling shall not be construed to allow additional 

accessory structures on a single-family parcel beyond the number and type of 

accessory structures permissible with the principal dwelling. 

7. There shall be no additional signage to identify the accessory dwelling, other than 

the signage permissible for the principal dwelling. Standards for signs in a 

residential zoning district are set forth in Section 5.03.00. 

8. There shall be no additional mailbox, exterior utility equipment, or other evidence 

of an accessory dwelling unit. 

9. The exterior appearance of the detached garage together with the accessory 

dwelling shall be consistent and compatible with the principal dwelling, 

considering architectural style, color, building materials, and roof design and 

materials. 
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5.01.04 Caretaker / Security Dwellings (Accessory Dwellings) in Specified 

Nonresidential Zoning Districts 

A. Purpose 

 The purpose of this section is to provide for a dwelling unit as an accessory to 

commercial and industrial uses where such dwelling provides for security and 

caretaking of the principal use. 

 

B. Applicability 

One (1) caretaker dwelling shall be permissible as an accessory structure in the CG, 

CTP, and MB zoning districts. 

 

C. Standards 

1. There shall be no more than one (1) caretaker dwelling unit per lot or business 

establishment, whichever is more restrictive. 

2. The caretaker dwelling shall be provided for the manager, owner, or caretaker of 

the principal use. 

3. The caretaker dwelling shall be located only within a side or rear yard. 

4. The caretaker dwelling shall not exceed 750 square feet. 

5. The caretaker dwelling shall be included in calculations of maximum impervious 

surface coverage for the site. 

6. The caretaker dwelling shall not be located in any required buffer, landscaped area, 

easement, or stormwater management area. 

7. The caretaker dwelling shall comply with the setback and height standards 

applicable to the principal building. 

8. Two (2) parking spaces shall be provided, which may be shared with the parking 

for the principal use. 

9. No residential accessory structures shall be permitted, including recreational 

facilities and equipment, swimming pools, storage sheds, detached garages or 

carports, or other similar residential accessory structures. 

10. No home occupation shall be conducted in the caretaker dwelling.  

 

5.01.05 Employee Cafeteria / Dining Room 

A principal use located in the CTP or MB zoning districts may provide an employee cafeteria 

or dining room, subject to the following standards: 

A. The facility shall not be open to the general public. 

B. There shall be no signs advertising the presence of the facility. 

C. The facility shall be an integral part of the permitted principal building. 

D. The cafeteria or dining room shall occupy not more than ten (10) percent of the total 

gross floor area of the principal building or buildings on the site.   
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5.01.06 Dumpsters 

A. Dumpsters shall be located for easy access for pick-up, and shall be located a minimum 

of thirty (30) feet from a property line abutting property zoned for residential uses. 

 

B. Dumpsters shall be located to the rear or side of the principal building.  A location in 

the front of the principal building shall be permissible only where side and rear yard 

locations prevent adequate access for pick-up. 

 

C. Dumpsters shall be located to avoid or minimize visibility of the dumpster from any 

public area or right-of-way. 

 

D. Dumpsters shall be screened on three (3) sides, with a gate on the fourth side for access. 

1. Screening shall be a solid masonry wall, wood fence, or landscaping. 

2. Where a fence or wall is installed, it shall be a minimum of six (6) feet and a 

maximum of eight (8) feet in height.  The fence or wall shall be designed as an 

integral part of the site, considering color and materials of the principal building.  

No signs shall be posted on the fence or wall. 

 

E. Dumpsters shall be located on a paved surface of sufficient size to accommodate the 

dumpster. 

 

F. Dumpsters for food service establishments shall provide a drain and grease trap. 

 

G. Dumpsters shall not be located within any required buffer area, required landscaped 

area, required parking lot landscaping, or stormwater management area. 

 

H. A sign may be placed on a dumpster to identify the owner or to provide notice of “no 

parking,” “private dumpster,” “no dumping,” or similar messages.  Such a sign shall 

not exceed one (1) s.f. in area.  All other signage, including advertising, is prohibited. 

 

I. The design of the dumpster and dumpster pad shall comply with the standards set forth 

in the Engineering Standards Manual of Fort Walton Beach. 
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5.01.07 Storage Buildings, Storage Sheds, Greenhouses, and Detached Garages or 

Carports 

A. Storage buildings, storage sheds, and detached garages in the CG, and MB zoning 

districts that exceed 600 s.f. of floor area, must provide brick veneer, stone, stucco, or 

other similar decorative materials to the façade on all sides of the building that are 

visible from the public right-of-way. 

 

B. Detached garages and carports shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height. 

 

C. A detached garage may be located within the front yard in the R-1E zoning, provided 

that the detached garage or carport shall comply with the setback standards for the R-

1E zoning district set forth in Section 4.01.01. 

 

D. Storage buildings, storage sheds, greenhouses, detached garages, and carports shall not 

be located within any required buffer area, required landscaped area, required parking 

lot landscaping, stormwater management area, driveway, or easement. 

 

E. Vehicles shall not be used as storage buildings, utility buildings or other such uses.  

Vehicles includes: travel trailers, motor homes, and similar recreational vehicles; 

manufactured housing and mobile homes; trucks; cargo trailers; or other similar 

vehicles. 

 

5.01.08 Fences, Hedges, and Walls 

A. Location of fences, perimeter hedges, and walls 

1. Fences, perimeter hedges, and walls may be located on, at, or inside the property 

line. 

a. All fence material must be located on, at or inside the property line and shall not 

be located outside of the property line. 

2. A fence located on the property line may be shared by adjacent properties.   

3. Owners of fences on adjacent properties that are not shared shall make provisions 

for maintenance. 

4. Setback requirements applicable to principal buildings shall not prohibit or restrict 

the installation of a retaining wall. 

5. Fences, perimeter hedges, and walls shall not be located within the required clear 

visibility area designed in Section 6.03.00. 

6. Fences, perimeter hedges, and walls shall not obstruct, hinder, or impede the safe 

movement of pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular traffic. 

 

B. Materials and appearance requirements 

1. Fences and walls shall be constructed of wood, masonry, stone, wrought iron, chain 

link, vinyl, or composite materials. 

2. The following fence types are prohibited: wire and welded wire. 

3. All fences shall be installed with the finished side facing outward, except for the 

following: 

 a. Where a fence cannot be constructed on the property line due to an existing fence 

on the adjacent property line, the finished side may face inward. 
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 b. When an applicant is not granted permission to access the adjacent property to 

install the fence, the finished side may face inward. 

4. Fences located at the front yard setback or in the area between the front yard setback 

and the front property line shall not be solid and shall be a minimum of fifty (50) 

percent open. 

5. A fence installed for security purposes for industrial uses may include barbed wire, 

provided that the barbed wire is eight (8) feet above ground. 

 

C. Electrical fencing may be installed for security purposes and shall meet the following 

standards: 

1. Electrical fencing may be installed on the top of a fence in the CG, CTP, or MB 

zoning districts, provided that the electrical fencing is a minimum of six (6) feet 

above the ground.  

2. Electrical fencing may be installed in residential areas provided that such fencing 

shall be limited to rear yards and shall be contained within a fence structure. 

3. All electrical fencing shall be accompanied by signs to provide a warning of the 

type of fence and the voltage of the fence.  Warning signs in shall be placed at each 

corner of the enclosed area; additional signs shall be placed fifteen (15) feet apart 

along the entire fence. Warning signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area 

each. 

 

D. Mandatory fencing 

Where the YC zoning district abuts property zoned to allow residential use, a fence or 

hedge shall be installed on or at the abutting property line.  The fence or hedge shall be 

opaque and shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in height. 

 

E. Height standards 

 1. Fence and wall height shall be measured from the natural grade at the base of the 

fence to the topmost part of the fence. 

 2. The maximum height for a fence on a lot line on property zoned R-1E, R-1, or R-2 

and adjacent to a property zoned for nonresidential use shall be six (6) feet. 

 3. The maximum height for a fence on a property with the existing use of medical 

facility for recovery or rehabilitation services shall be eight (8) feet in the side or 

rear yard. 

 4. Fence may contain decorative columns spaced no less than six (6) feet apart that 

shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

5. Height standards are provided in Table 5.01.08. 
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 Table 5.01.08.  Standards for Fence Heights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1The front yard is the area between the principal structure and the front property line. 

 

5.01.09 Building Attachments (awnings, porches, carports, etc)  

A. Awnings 

All awnings placed on or attached to buildings in the R-1E, R-1, R-2, CG, MX-1, MX-

2, CTP, and MB zoning districts shall meet the following standards: 

1. The front edge of the awning in the R-1E, R-1, R-2, CG, MX-1, MX-2, and MB 

zoning districts may encroach into the required setback, provided that the front edge 

of the awning shall be a minimum of four (4) feet from the property line. 

2. An awning located on a building in the CTP zoning district shall not encroach into 

a required setback. 

3. All supporting poles or structures shall be located outside the public right-of-way. 

4. The lowest part of the awning, including 

supporting poles, structures, or other framework, 

shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet above the 

ground or paved surface under the awning. 

 

B. Porches 

Porches may be included in the initial construction or 

added to a principal building in any zoning district, 

subject to the following standards: 

1. An existing porch in R-1E, R-1, and R-2 zoning 

districts may encroach into a required front or rear 

yard setback up to ten (10) feet. A roof overhang 

of up to eighteen (18) inches is permissible. An 

encroachment into a required side yard setback is prohibited. 

Zoning District 
Maximum Height in a 

Side or Rear Yard (feet) 

Maximum Height in a 

Front Yard1 (feet) 

R-1E 6 4-6 

R-1 6 4 

R-2 6 4 

YC 6 4-6 

CF 6 6 

CG 8 6 

MX-1 6 6 

MX-2 6 6 

CTP 8 8 

MB 8 6 

REC 6 6 

*The maximum height for a fence on a property with the existing use of medical facility for 

recovery or rehabilitation services shall be eight (8) feet. 

Figure 5.01.09 (A).  Location of 

Awnings 
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2. An existing porch that encroaches into a required yard setback may be enclosed 

with transparent insect screening so long as the original design features, such as 

railings, columns, and other building details are maintained. 

3. An existing porch that does not encroach into a 

required yard setback may be enclosed with 

walls, windows, and/or doors. The building 

materials, roof style and materials, architectural 

style, and color of the porch enclosure shall be 

consistent with the principal building, such that 

the porch forms an integral part of the principal 

building.  

4. A porch may be added to an existing principal 

building, provided it complies with the 

following standards: 

a. A proposed porch shall be compatible with 

the principal building in scale and mass. 

b. The porch shall not be enclosed except with screen. 

c. The porch may encroach into a required front or rear yard setback in R-1E, R-

1, and R-2 zoning districts up to ten (10) feet, provided that such encroachment 

is not more than ten (10) feet, measured to the outermost edge of the porch. A 

roof overhang of up to eighteen (18) inches or the depth of the roof overhang 

on the existing principal structure, whichever is less, is permissible 

d. A roof overhang of up to eighteen (18) inches or the depth of the roof overhang 

on the existing principal structure, whichever is less, is permissible. 

e. A porch in all remaining zoning districts shall comply with the required front 

and rear yard setbacks.   

f. A porch shall not encroach into any required side yard setback. 

g. The building materials, roof style and materials, architectural style, and color 

of the porch shall be consistent with the principal building, such that the porch 

forms an integral part of the principal building. 

 

C. Carports 

Attached carports may be included in the initial construction or added to a principal 

building in any zoning district, subject to the following standards: 

1. A carport shall be attached to the principal 

building on at least one (1) side. 

2. The support columns shall be consistent with the 

materials, style, and color of building materials 

for the principal building.  Notwithstanding this 

provision, decorative wrought iron columns may 

be used. 

3. The lowest structural member of the carport shall 

be a minimum of eight (8) feet and a maximum of 

ten (10) above the ground. 

4. The area under the carport shall not exceed 600 

s.f. 

Figure 5.01.09 (B). Porch 

encroachment into a required 

setback 

 

Figure 5.01.09 (C-1). Carport 

height requirements 
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5. The area under the carport shall be paved or a stabilized all-weather surface. 

6. A carport located in a side or rear yard shall be setback at least three (3) feet, 

measured to the outermost edge of the carport, 

including the eave. 

7. A carport may be located within a required front 

yard setback in a R-1E, R-1, or R-2 zoning district 

provided that such encroachment is not more than 

ten (10) feet, measured to the outermost edge of 

the carport.  A roof overhang of up to eighteen 

(18) inches or the depth of the roof overhang on 

the existing principal structure, whichever is less, 

is permissible. 

 

5.01.10 Swimming Pools  

A. Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to regulate the location of swimming pools, spas, and 

associated decks and enclosures as accessory uses and structures to principal residential 

dwelling units and lodging establishments. Swimming pools that are principal, freestanding 

uses are permissible, subject to the site development standards of the zoning district and 

the Florida Building Code.  

B. Standards 

1. A deck or patio shall be limited to a wooden deck or patio constructed of pavement 

or concrete pavers and without a roof or other covering. 

2. A swimming pool, with or without spa, deck, patio, or screen enclosure, is 

permissible as an accessory structure to a principal dwelling unit in a zoning district 

allowing residential uses. 

3. A swimming pool, with or without spa, deck, patio, or screen enclosure, is 

permissible as an accessory structure to a principal building providing transient 

lodging facilities, such as a hotel, motel, or bed and breakfast establishment. 

4. A swimming pool or spa shall meet setback standards set forth in Table 5.01.10.  

Setbacks for pools shall be measured to the edge of water. 

5. Swimming pools or spas on a lot developed according to the zero-lot line 

requirements shall have a minimum three (3) foot setback on the side where the 

residence is constructed without setback. 

6. A screened enclosure without a solid roof, pool deck, or patio is permissible as an 

accessory when installed in conjunction with the pool or spa.  A screened enclosure, 

pool deck, or patio shall meet setback standards set forth in Table 5.01.10. 

7. Screened enclosures or patios in a zero-lot line development are permitted without 

a setback on the side where the residence is constructed without setback. 

8. A screened enclosure with a solid roof shall meet the minimum setback 

requirements for the zoning district in which it is located, as set forth in Chapter 4. 

9. Pool equipment shall be screened with a wall, fence, or landscaping. 

  

Figure 5.01.09 (C-2). Carport 

encroachment into a  required 

setback  
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Table 5.01.10.   Setback Standards for Swimming Pools, Spas, Screened Enclosures, and 

Patios. 

 Minimum Front 

Yard Setback 

(feet) 

Minimum Rear 

Yard Setback 

(feet) 

Minimum Interior 

Yard Setback  

(feet) 

Minimum Side 

Yard Setback, 

Corner Lot 

(feet) 

Pools and Spas 

Single-family, 

duplex, and triplex 

structures 

28 8 8 18 

Multifamily 

structures and 

lodging 

establishments 

Shall meet the setbacks for accessory structures plus three (3) feet for the pool 

perimeter. 

Screened enclosure, pool deck, or patio 

Single-family, 

duplex, and triplex 

structures 

25 5 5 3 

Multifamily 

structures and 

lodging 

establishments 

Shall meet the setbacks for accessory structures. 

 

5.01.11 Specific Requirements for Accessory Structures in the R-1E Zoning District 

The following accessory structures may be located within the rear yard of lots zoned R-1E, 

provided that such structures are located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the mean high water 

line or the seawall: pool and pool deck; gazebo; cabana with shower and/or rest room facilities; 

outdoor kitchen, which may include a grill, wet bar, and associated storage; deck; paved or 

wooden terrace; and a walkway connecting to a dock, provided that the walkway is limited to 

a maximum of four (4) feet in width. 

 

5.01.12 Specific Requirements for Accessory Structures in the YC Zoning District 

A. Parking and storage for boats and boat trailers may be located within the front yard, 

provided that the front yard is a minimum of 150 feet. 

B. Tennis courts may be located within the front yard, provided that the front yard is a 

minimum of fifty (50) feet. 
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5.01.13 Outdoor Storage Areas  

A. Outdoor (or outside) storage includes the storage of equipment, machinery, or materials 

outside of the principal building on a site. 

 

B. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to prohibit the outdoor storage of 

non-commercial lawn equipment in residential areas. 

 

C. Outdoor storage shall be located within a rear yard or side yard. 

 

D. Except in the CTP zoning district, outdoor storage shall be fully concealed from public 

view and shall be enclosed with a solid fence, solid wall, or landscaping. 

 

E. Outdoor storage of parts, materials, equipment, machinery, or vehicles shall be 

maintained in a neat, orderly, dust free, and safe manner. 

 

F. Stored materials and parts shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

 

G. Outdoor storage shall not be located within any required buffer or other landscaped 

area, stormwater management area, easement, required parking spaces, driveway or 

parking aisle, or loading spaces.  

 

5.01.14 Vending Machines and Vending Boxes 

A. Vending machines and vending boxes include devices which dispense a product, either 

by coin operation or freely distributed.  Examples include food and beverages, 

newspapers, flyers, cigarettes, media such as DVDs, and ice.  Ice vending kiosks and 

buildings are regulated in Section 5.04.08. 

 

B. Vending machines and vending boxes are permissible within a principal building, 

within an accessory building, and under the roof of a principal or accessory building. 

1. The principal or accessory building shall be in conformance with the requirements 

of this LDC. 

2. The principal or accessory building shall be a commercial, office, business, 

industrial, civic, cultural, or multifamily building. 

3. The vending machines and vending boxes shall be licensed as required by the City. 

4. When located outside under the roof of a principal or accessory building, vending 

machines and vending boxes shall be flush against the façade of the building. 

5. Vending machines and vending boxes shall not be located to impede or interfere 

with pedestrian access, pedestrian circulation, emergency access, or otherwise 

present an impediment to public health and safety. 

6. There are no additional requirements regarding location, placement, or number of 

such machines or boxes. 

 

C. Vending machines and vending boxes may be located outside on private property, 

subject to the following standards: 

1. Outdoor vending machines and boxes shall be placed on an impervious surface. 

2. Outdoor vending machines and boxes shall be placed in groups of no more than six 
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(6) such machines or boxes.  Groups of such machines and boxes shall be separated 

by a minimum of fifty (50) feet. 

3. Vending machines and boxes shall not be located in such a manner as to impede 

pedestrian access, obstruct parking areas or driveways, obstruct emergency lanes 

or access, or otherwise create an unsafe situation. 

4. The property on which the vending machines or boxes are located shall remain in 

compliance with ADA standards. 

5. Vending machines and boxes shall be maintained in good operating condition. 

 

D. Vending machines and boxes may be placed on public property, subject to the 

following standards. 

1. The machine owner shall obtain permission from the City for the proposed location. 

2. Vending machines and boxes shall not be located on public sidewalks. 

3.  Vending machines and boxes shall not obstruct pedestrian access to transit shelters, 

business entrances, driveways, parking areas, crosswalks, or other pedestrian 

facilities. 

4. Vending machines and boxes shall not be located in such a manner as to interfere 

with or damage landscaping and street trees. 

5. Vending machines and boxes shall not be attached to or interfere with the operation 

of traffic signs, traffic signals, fire hydrants, public safety call boxes, utility poles, 

mail boxes, or street furniture such as benches. 

6. Vending machines and boxes shall be in groups of no more than six (6) such 

machines or boxes in any one location.  Groups of machines and boxes shall be 

separated by a minimum of fifty (50) feet. 

7. Vending machines and boxes shall not be placed to allow drive-up access from a 

vehicle. 

 

5.01.15 Boathouses, Docks, Piers, and Seawalls  

A. Construction of new or repair of existing boathouses, docks, piers, or seawalls shall 

comply with all State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection and United 

States Army Corps of Engineers Regulations. 

 

B. Boathouses, docks, piers, and seawalls shall be designed and located to avoid 

channeling stormwater runoff directly into adjacent wetlands and bodies of water. 

 

C. For all boathouses, docks, and piers, the applicant shall provide refuse containers in a 

way that is secured to prevent leaking tipping, or spilling.  Dumping garbage, trash, or 

any kind of refuse into wetlands, bodies of water, waterways, or shorelines is 

prohibited. 

 

D. Boathouses, docks, and piers on Bass Lake shall be limited to twenty (20) feet in length; 

piers, docks, and connected walkways shall be a minimum of seven and one-half (7 ½) 

feet from any side property line. 

 

E. Boathouses, docks, piers, and seawalls shall be maintained in a safe and clean manner. 

 



Fort Walton Beach  Land Development Code 

 

Development Standards                      Page 5 - 19  

 

5.01.16 Kennels 

Kennels are permissible accessory structures in areas zoned for residential use, subject to the 

following standards: 

A. Kennels shall be for the private use of residents on the property on which they are 

located. Commercial activity, such as breeding, grooming, or training, is prohibited. 

 

B. Kennels shall be located within a fenced enclosure. 

 

C. Kennels shall be designed and constructed to provide for waste management and pest 

control consistent with best practices for animal husbandry. 

 

5.01.17 Recreation Facilities 

Recreation facilities, such as tennis courts, playing fields, ball courts, playgrounds, and other 

similar recreational amenities, are permissible accessory structures and uses in areas zoned for 

residential use, subject to the following standards: 

A. Recreation facilities shall be for the private use of residents on the property on which 

they are located. 

 

B. Recreation facilities shall provide for off-street parking in compliance with the parking 

standards in Section 6.04.02. 

 

C. Recreation facilities shall provide safety fencing to ensure that playing equipment is 

contained within the recreation site. 

 

D. Lighting for security and use of facilities after dusk shall be shielded and directed to 

avoid direct glare and illumination of residential structures. Lighting shall be limited to 

the hours from dusk to 10:00 p.m. 
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5.02.00 TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES 

 

 5.02.01 Temporary Dwellings 

One (1) on-site manufactured home may be located on a residential construction site as a 

temporary residence for the owner or builder, subject to the following standards: 

A. A local development permit is required for installation of the temporary residence, and 

shall not be issued until a valid local development permit has been issued for 

construction of the principal dwelling. 

 

B. The applicant shall connect the temporary dwelling to the City sewer system whenever 

possible.  Where such connection is not possible, the applicant shall demonstrate 

adequate provisions for sewage pump-out and disposal. 

 

C. The dwelling shall be setback from all property lines a minimum of ten (10) feet. 

 

D. Two (2) parking spaces shall be provided on the site to serve the dwelling. 

 

E. The temporary dwelling shall be removed within thirty (30) days following issuance of 

a certificate of occupancy for the principal dwelling. 

 

F. One (1) temporary storage shed may be located on the site to support use of the 

temporary dwelling, subject to the following standards. 

1. The storage shed shall not be installed prior to installation of the temporary 

dwelling. 

2. The storage shed shall be removed not later than removal of the temporary 

dwelling, or not later than twenty-four (24) months, whichever is less. 

3. The storage shed may be relocated as a permissible accessory building for the 

principal dwelling, subject to the standards of Section 5.01.07. 

 

 5.02.02  Construction and Job Site Buildings and Storage Yards 

Temporary buildings or uses in connection with a construction project shall be permissible 

during the construction period.  The following standards shall be met by temporary uses 

established during construction: 

A. A local development permit is required. 

 

B. Temporary buildings and storage yards shall not be established until a valid building 

permit has been issued for the construction activity on the site. 

 

C. Temporary buildings shall comply with the accessibility requirements of the Florida 

Building Code. 

 

D. All construction buildings shall meet tie-down requirements for mobile structures. 

 

E. Portable sanitation facilities shall be provided for the construction site. 

 

F. Construction buildings, equipment, machinery, and materials shall be removed within 
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thirty (30) days of completion of the construction site for which they are permitted. 

 

G. A temporary office may be located on a construction site to be used for administrative 

functions during construction. 

 

H. A temporary office may be allowed for sales functions or sales offices, allowing for the 

sale, resale, or marketing of dwellings, structures, or property within the development 

in which it is located, or adjacent developments under the same control. 

 

I. If restrooms are provided in the temporary office buildings, the applicant shall 

demonstrate adequate provisions for sewage pump-out or disposal. 

 

J. On-site outdoor storage of equipment and construction materials shall be allowed 

during the period of construction. Stored materials shall be located at least one (1) foot 

from all property lines. Equipment and materials shall be stored in a safe manner. 

 

K. Construction and demolition debris dumpsters are allowable and are not required to be 

screened.  Dumpsters shall not be located to occupy or obstruct required parking spaces, 

driveways, or aisles. 

 

L. Adequate parking shall be provided. 

 

M. Additional parking areas shall be designated for construction vehicles, sufficient to 

accommodate all such vehicles off the public right-of-way. 

 

N. Location of temporary buildings, parking areas, dumpsters, and storage yards shall 

comply with the tree protection requirements of Section 4.08.04. 

 

O. Construction signs are permissible and shall comply with the requirements of Section 

5.03.00. 

 

5.02.03 Roadside and Mobile Vendors 

A. Applicability 

Roadside and mobile vendors conducting retail sales or displays are permissible as a 

temporary use in the MX-1, MX-2, MB, and CG zoning districts in accordance with 

the standards of this section. 

 

B. Temporary uses subject to this section shall not exceed fifteen (15) days in any one (1) 

month. 

 

C. A temporary use permit is required according to the requirements of the Florida 

Building Code. 

 

D. Standards for roadside and mobile vendors 

1. The applicant shall possess a valid City Business Tax Receipt. 

2. The applicant shall have written permission from the property owner and the 
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business owner of the site on which the roadside or mobile vendor is proposed. 

3. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed use meets all applicable City, 

Okaloosa County, and State requirements, including, but not limited to a Florida 

Department of Professional and Business Regulation Mobile Food Dispensing 

Vehicle License and/or Public Food Service License, if applicable.  Proof of an 

approved Florida Plan Review for hot dog carts and other mobile vendors shall also 

be submitted, if applicable. 

4. The proposed use shall provide sufficient on-site parking. 

5. The proposed use shall not be located in or block a fire lane. 

6. The hours of operation shall be appropriate for the location. 

7. The proposed use shall not block or impede any roadway, driveway, accessway, or 

sidewalk in a way that hinders normal traffic flow or pedestrian traffic flow. 

8. The applicant shall demonstrate proper control of sanitation and litter associated 

with the proposed use. 

9. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposed use includes proper restroom 

facilities available during all hours of operation.  

 

5.02.04 Modular Storage Containers 

Modular storage containers (sometimes called storage pods) are permissible temporary 

structures, provided they are located in compliance with the following standards: 

A. A temporary structure permit is required. 

 

B. Location of the storage pod is limited to a maximum of thirty (30) days per installation, 

renewable one (1) time, not to exceed sixty (60) days per year. 

 

C. The storage pod may be placed on a paved or unpaved surface. When the authorized 

location is unpaved, the temporary use permit shall include a condition that grass or 

landscaping shall be restored upon removal of the unit. 

 

D. The storage pod may be placed in a required front or rear yard setback, provided that it 

is setback a minimum of five (5) feet.  Placement in a side yard shall comply with the 

required side yard setback. 

 

E. The storage pod shall not be placed within a required easement, required parking space, 

stormwater management area, or required buffer. 

 

F. Placement of the storage pod shall not interfere with or obstruct pedestrian access. 

 

G. Placement of the storage pod shall not interfere with the required visibility triangle 

standards set forth in Section 6.03.00. 
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5.03.00 SIGNS 

 

5.03.01 Generally  

A. Purpose 

It is the purpose of this section to provide comprehensive and balanced sign regulations 

that are consistent with constitutional guarantees, promote business growth and retention, 

achieve clear and effective communication in the City's environment, and to authorize 

signs which are: 

1. Consistent with the objectives of the comprehensive plan; 

2. Compatible with their surroundings; 

3. Integrated and harmonious with the appearance of the community; 

4. Legible under the circumstances in which they are seen; and 

5. Safe for motorists, by preventing visual distraction and visual clutter. 

 

B. In interpreting and applying the provisions of Section 5.03.00, the sign regulations are 

declared to authorize the maximum allowable signage for the purposes set forth.  Any 

sign authorized by Section 5.03.00 may display noncommercial messages.  Nothing in 

Section 5.03.00 shall be construed to regulate the content of the message displayed on 

any sign. 

 

C. No person shall move, erect, post, construct, paint, alter, or maintain a sign except in 

compliance with the standards and requirements set forth in Section 5.03.00. 

1. A local development permit is required for any sign that is not exempt from the 

standards and provisions of Section 5.03.00.  Application and review procedures 

for obtaining sign permits are set forth in Chapter 9. 

2. The installation and maintenance of signs and sign structures shall comply with all 

applicable building, electrical, and other codes of the City. 

3. All signs shall be located to comply with the clear visibility requirements set forth 

in Section 6.03.00. 

 

D. All signs shall be adequately maintained in a structurally sound and safe condition.  At 

a minimum, the following standards shall be met: 

1. The area around the sign shall be clear of overgrown vegetation or other obstacles 

so as to make the sign readily visible. 

2. All damaged or deteriorated panels or structural components shall be replaced. 

3. Any sign copy shall be maintained securely to the face, and all missing copy shall 

be replaced. 

4. All defective, discolored, faded, broken, or torn parts shall be replaced or repaired. 

5. A sign that becomes unsafe, dangerous, or a threat to public safety shall be replaced, 

repaired, or otherwise made safe within the time limit set by the City. 
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5.03.02  Exempt Signs 

The following signs are exempt from the requirement to obtain a local development permit. 

A. Regulatory, statutory, traffic control, or directional signs erected on public property by 

or with permission of the State of Florida, the United States, or the City. 

 

B. Legal notices and official instruments. 

 

C. Signs incorporated into machinery or equipment by a manufacturer or distributor, 

which identify or advertise only the product or service dispensed by the machine or 

equipment, such as signs customarily affixed to vending machines, newspaper boxes, 

and gasoline pumps. 

 

D. Advertising and identifying signs located on taxicabs, buses, trailers, trucks, or vehicle 

bumpers. 

 

E. Public warning signs to indicate the dangers of swimming, animals, or similar hazards. 

 

F. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, and dates of erection when cut into any 

masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials. 

 

G. Signs carried by a person. 

 

5.03.03 Provisionally Exempt Signs 

Signs identified in this section may be placed without a local development permit, provided 

that such signs comply with the standards set forth in Table 5.03.03. 
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 Table 5.03.03. Standards for Provisionally Exempt Signs. 

Sign Type Standards 

Entrance, exit, or other directional signs, 

including parking identification signs 
 Maximum area not to exceed four (4) s.f. 

 No individual letters, symbols, logos, or designs in excess of 

eight (8) inches in vertical or horizontal dimension. 

 Signs shall not be lighted. 

"No trespassing" or "no dumping" signs  Maximum area not to exceed four (4) s.f. 

Real estate signs, R-1E, R-1, R-2, and YC 

zoning districts 

 Limited to one (1) sign per dwelling offered for sale or rent. 

 Located on the property offered for sale or rent. 

 Maximum area not to exceed nine (9) s.f. 

 Maximum height not to exceed six (6) feet. 

 Setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the street curb or 

edge of pavement. 

 Removed not more than ten (10) days after the property is no 

longer for sale or rent. 

Real estate signs, CF, CG, MX-1, MX-2, 

M-1, and MB zoning districts 

 Limited to one (1) sign per street frontage. 

 Located on the property offered for sale or rent. 

 Maximum area not to exceed thirty-two (32) s.f. 

 Maximum height not to exceed six (6) feet. 

 Setback a minimum of twenty (20) feet from the street curb or 

edge of pavement. 

 Removed not more than ten (10) days after the property is no 

longer for sale or rent. 

Construction signs, R-1E, R-1, R-2, and YC 

zoning districts 

 Located on property where a valid building permit has been 

issued and has not expired. 

 Maximum area not to exceed sixteen (16) s.f.  

 Maximum height not to exceed eight (8) feet. 

 Removed when the certificate of occupancy has been issued. 

Construction signs, CF, CG, MX-1, MX-2, 

CTP, and MB zoning districts 

 Located on property where a valid building permit has been 

issued and has not expired. 

 Maximum area for all signs combined not to exceed thirty-two 

(32) s.f. 

 Maximum height not to exceed eight (8) feet. 

 Removed when the certificate of occupancy has been issued. 

Yard or garage sale signs  Maximum area not to exceed four (4) s.f. 

 Located on the property on which a sale is being conducted. 

 Limited to the period of the sale. 

 Limited to a maximum of two (2) weeks per year per parcel. 

Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) signs  Not more than one (1) wall sign. 

 Maximum are not to exceed four (4) square feet. 

 Mounted not more than eight (8) feet above the finished 

elevation of the ATM 
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5.03.04 Prohibited Signs  

The following signs are prohibited. 

A. Off-premises signs, except in the CTP district (see Table 5.03.06 for standards 

applicable to off-premises signs in the CTP district). 

 

B. Portable signs. 

 

C. Snipe signs, including temporary signs stuck in the ground (sometimes also called 

bandit signs), and signs attached to utility poles, trees, rocks, or other natural object. 

 

D. Signs with visible moving, revolving, or rotating parts, flashing or oscillating lights, or 

visible mechanical movement of any description or other apparent visible movement 

achieved by electrical, electronic, or mechanical means. 

 

E. Any sign which constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by reason of 

its size, location, movement, content, coloring, or method of illumination. 

 

F. Signs or sign structures that interfere in any way with free use of any fire escape, 

emergency exit, or standpipe. 

 

G. Signs that are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or impair the vision of 

any motorist, cyclist, or pedestrian using or entering a public way, or that are a hazard 

or a nuisance to occupants of any property because of glare or other characteristics. 

 

H. Abandoned signs. 

 

I. Signs erected on public property, with the exception of signs erected by public authority 

for public purposes. 

 

J. Any other signs that are not specifically permitted or exempted as set forth in Section 

5.03.00. 
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5.03.05 Temporary Signs 

Temporary signs shall comply with the following standards. 

A. Temporary signs are permissible subject to receipt of a temporary sign permit 

specifying type, size, location, and duration of placement. Temporary sign permits are 

limited to three (3) per business in any one (1) calendar year. Temporary signs may be 

displayed for a period not exceeding fifteen (15) days. 

 

B. Temporary signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way. 

 

C. Temporary signs shall not flash, blink, spin, or rotate. 

 

D. Temporary signs include banners, flags, and pennants. The placement of temporary 

signs shall comply with the clear visibility requirements set forth in Section 6.03.00, 

and such signs shall not block traffic or pedestrian visibility, or constitute a vehicular 

or pedestrian traffic hazard. 

 

E. The placement of temporary signs shall not cause a public nuisance. 

 

F. Permissible temporary signs shall be firmly secured to the ground or to a building 

according to the requirements of the temporary permit. Temporary signs may be 

attached to or cover an existing permitted sign only for the period during which the 

temporary sign is permitted.  

 

 

5.03.06 Permissible Permanent On-Site Signs 

Permanent on-site signs shall be erected, placed, constructed, located, or installed only in 

compliance with the standards set forth in this section. 

A. Standards for number, type, and size of signs are set forth in Table 5.03.06. 

 

B. Signs located on property in the R-1 and R-1E districts shall not exceed a total of four 

(4) square feet in area 

 

.
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Table 5.03.06.  Sign Standards.   

MX-1, MX-2, CF, CG, CTP, MB, and REC Zoning Districts 

Type of Sign Maximum Number  Max Sign Face Area  Sign Dimensions Max Sign Height Setback 

Wall 
1 per façade per tenant Maximum of 20% of the 

facade 
NA 24 feet NA 

Awning 
No maximum NA 

75% of awning 

length 
2 feet NA 

Projecting / 

Perpendicular 
1 per tenant 6 sq. ft. Width – 4 feet 3 feet NA 

Window No maximum 25% of window NA NA NA 

Monument1  

or Ground  
1 per street frontage in 

all districts 

2 sq. ft. per linear foot of 

street frontage to a 

maximum of 150 sq. ft. 

No required 

dimensions 

12 feet in MX-1 

Front – 5 feet 

Driveway – 10 feet 

Intersection – 50 feet 
1 sign per access point 

in the CTP zoning 

district 

Within the CTP zoning 

district, 2 sq. ft. per linear 

foot of width of the 

development lot to a 

maximum of 150 sq. ft. 

24 feet in MX-2, 

MB, CG, CF, 

CTP, and REC 

 

R-2 and YC Zoning Districts 

Monument 1 per street frontage 50 sq. ft. 
No required 

dimensions 
12 feet 

Front/Side – 

5 feet 

1V-shaped monument signs shall be limited to an interior angle no greater than thirty (30) degrees. 

 

Additional Signage for Large-Scale Commercial Centers 

 Maximum Number Max Total Sign Face Area 

More than 150 feet of street frontage 1 additional 200 sq. ft. 

More than 250 feet of street frontage 2 additional 300 .ft. 
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C. Lighting 

External lighting of signs is allowed, subject to the following standards: 

1. The light source is directed onto the sign face. 

2. The light source is shielded to prevent spill-over or glare onto adjacent properties. 

3. Within the DDOD, neon signs are permissible as interior window signs.  The 

maximum sign area devoted to a neon sign shall not exceed four (4) s.f. and shall 

be included in the calculation of maximum sign area for a permissible window sign.  

Sandwich signs are also permissible in the DDOD.  

 

E. Signs that electronically produce changeable copy are permitted provided they flash or 

move or otherwise change at intervals consistent with the Florida Department of 

Transportation standards. 

 

F. Measurement 

1. Where a sign is composed of letters or pictures attached directly to a facade, wall, 

window, door, awning, monument sign, or freestanding sign, and the letters or 

pictures are not enclosed by a border or trimming, the sign area shall be the area 

within the smallest rectangle, parallelogram, triangle, circle, semicircle, or a 

combination of any of these geometric shapes, the sides of which touch the extreme 

points of the letters or pictures as a whole. 

2. Where a sign is composed of letters or pictures enclosed by a border or trimming, 

the sign area shall be the area within the border or trim. 

3. In cases where material is displayed in a random or unconnected manner without 

organized relationship of the components, each such component shall be considered 

a single sign. 

4. The area of a freestanding sign shall include the area of the outside frame, but not 

of the supporting structure. 

 

G. Determining the number of signs 

1. The number of signs shall be the number of structures with a sign face. 

2. A double-faced projecting or freestanding sign shall be construed as having the area 

of a single face, provided that the sign faces are placed back to back and are at no 

point more than four (4) feet apart. 

 

H. Specific requirements for commercial establishments with street frontage at the 

intersection of two (2) streets. 

1. The owner of the establishment may elect in writing to display only one (1) 

freestanding sign equal to seventy-five (75) percent of the total maximum aggregate 

sign area for the two (2) street frontages, instead of displaying one (2) freestanding 

sign per street frontage.  

2. Large scale commercial centers shall be exempt from this requirement. 

 

I. Specific standards for pennants 

1. Pennants are permissible for multi-tenant centers and car dealerships. 

2. Pennants shall be identified in a sign plan. 

3. Pennants shall be part of a coordinated decorative scheme and shall not exceed six 
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(6) square feet in area. 

4. Pennants shall be attached to freestanding poles or freestanding light fixtures. 

 

5.03.07 Flagpoles  

Flagpoles are permissible as an accessory structure provided the following standards are met: 

A. Flagpoles shall be located a minimum of three (3) feet from a side or rear property line. 

B. Flagpoles shall be located a minimum of five (5) feet from a front property line. 

C. Flagpoles shall not exceed 200 feet in height. 

 

 

5.04.00 SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES 

 

5.04.01 Generally 

A. This section sets forth standards for specific uses that are permissible subject to 

supplemental standards. Uses that are permissible subject to these supplemental 

standards are identified by the letter “S” in Table 2.03.02. 

 

B. Where there is a conflict between a standard applicable to the zoning district in which 

the use is located and the supplemental standards set forth below, the more restrictive 

standard shall apply. 

 

5.04.02 Townhouses 

A. A townhouse is a single-family dwelling unit attached horizontally by a common or 

party wall to one (1) or more dwelling units. 

 

B. A townhouse development shall be designed and developed as a single, integrated 

development project.  The development and the individual townhouse units shall 

comply with the following standards. 

1. A townhouse shall be not less than two (2) stories. 

2. An individual townhouse unit shall be located on a platted lot, established in 

compliance with the standards for subdivisions set forth in Section 4.07.00. 

a. The minimum lot area for an individual townhouse unit is 1,400 s.f. 

b. The minimum lot width for an individual townhouse unit at the end of a group 

of units and adjacent to a street on the side property line shall be twenty-five 

and one-half (25 ½) feet. 

c. The minimum lot width for all individual townhouse units, other than the end 

unit, is eighteen (18) feet.  

3. The structures containing townhouse units shall comply with the zoning standards 

setting forth maximum impervious surface, maximum height, and maximum 

density on a development site.   

a. The minimum setback from a side property line shall be seven and one-half (7 

½) feet. 

b. There shall be a maximum of six (6) individual townhouse units within one 

structure. 

c. Each individual townhouse unit shall have a private entrance. 

d. The front façade of each structure shall include projections. 
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4. Where a townhouse development abuts property zoned or used for single-family or 

duplex development, a fence, six (6) feet high, shall be provided.  The finished side 

of the fence shall face outward.  No fence is required where an alley separates the 

townhouse development from the single-family or duplex development.  Each 

portion of the fence shall be the property of the owner of the townhouse lot on 

which it is located; such owner is responsible for maintenance of that portion of the 

fence. 

5. Standards for refuse containers 

a. Individual refuse containers shall be provided for each townhouse and all such 

containers shall be located together on a paved area not larger than five (5) feet 

by five (5) feet. 

b. The refuse area shall be setback a minimum of twenty (20) feet from any 

property line.  Where an alley is provided, the dumpster or refuse area may be 

located adjacent to the alley. 

c. The dumpster or refuse area shall be screened in compliance with the standards 

set forth in Section 5.01.06.D.  

 

5.04.03 Junkyards, Scrap Metal Yards, and Recycling Facilities 

A. This section is intended to address facilities where worn out and discarded materials 

are collected, accumulated, stored, disassembled, processed, or handled. 

 

B. Materials may include: 

1. Scrap metals such as iron, steel, brass, copper, aluminum, tin, lead, or other base 

metals; 

2. Plastics; 

3. Rubber; 

4. Glass; 

5. Paper or cardboard; 

6. Inoperable machinery, equipment and parts; 

7. Inoperable vehicles or parts; and 

8. Other similar waste or scrap materials. 

 

C. Collection, storage, or handling of hazardous materials shall comply with State and 

Federal standards. 

 

D. The outdoor portion of the facility shall be screened with a fence, wall, or landscaped 

buffer. 

1. The facility shall not be visible from a public right-of-way or from land zoned to 

allow residential use. 

2. The facility shall be enclosed with a fence or wall not less than eight (8) feet and 

not more than ten (10) feet high.  The fence or wall shall be solid.  The finished 

side shall face outward. 

3. Where a landscaped buffer is provided, the plants shall include evergreen trees and 

shrubs.   

a. The planting strip shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet wide and located on 

the perimeter of the site.   
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b. Plant materials shall comply with the specifications set forth in Section 4.08.03.   

c. Trees and shrubs shall be planted in double-staggered rows and shall be of 

sufficient size to form an opaque screen at least eight (8) feet in height.   

d. The landscaping shall be maintained to ensure continuation of the vegetative 

screen.  Dead or damaged plant materials shall be replaced as soon as possible 

based on the growing season. 

e. Where the landscaped buffer is not adequately maintained, the City may require 

replacement of the landscaped buffer with a solid wall or fence. 

 

E. Storage of materials 

1. Inoperable machinery, equipment, and vehicles may be stored on the ground.   

2. Parts, scrap materials, and materials for recycling shall be stored within leak proof 

bins or trailers.   

3. Stored machinery, equipment, vehicles, parts, scraps, and materials shall not exceed 

ten (10) feet in height. 

4. The limitation on the height of stored materials shall not be construed to prohibit 

equipment and vehicles used in the operation of the facility. 

 

F. Operation of the facility 

1. Materials may be collected, sorted, separated, disassembled, bagged, baled, or 

packaged for shipping. 

2. Operations shall comply with the standards for industrial activities set forth in 

Section 4.03.02. 

 

G. Exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

 

5.04.04 Vehicle Repair and Body Shops, Including Small Equipment and Small 

Appliances 

A. Vehicle repair and body shops are establishments for the mechanical repair, 

maintenance, painting, and body repair of passenger vehicles; standards also apply to 

small equipment and small appliance facilities. 

 

B. Any outside storage of vehicles awaiting repair and maintenance shall be enclosed with 

a fence, wall, or landscaped screen. 

1. A fence or wall shall be a minimum of six (6) feet and a maximum of eight (8) feet 

in height. 

2. A fence or wall shall be solid.  The finished side shall face outward. 

3. Where a landscaped buffer is provided, the plants shall include evergreen trees and 

shrubs. The trees and shrubs shall be planted in double staggered rows to form a 

continuous screen at least six (6) feet in height. 

4. The landscaping shall be maintained to ensure continuation of the vegetative 

screen. Dead or damaged plant materials shall be replaced as soon as possible based 

on the growing season. 

5. Where the landscaped buffer is not adequately maintained, the City may require 

replacement of the landscaped buffer with a solid wall or fence. 
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C. Parts and materials shall be stored within the principal building or a permissible 

accessory storage building.  Outside storage of parts and materials is prohibited. 

 

D. The sale of vehicles is prohibited on the vehicle repair facility site and any adjacent 

right-of-way. 

 

E. Drainage pits for oil and fluid change shall be located within an enclosed structure. 

 

F. Doors or openings to service bays shall not open toward adjacent properties with a 

residential use. 

 

G. Perimeter landscaping required by Section 4.08.05 shall be doubled. 

 

H. Loading docks shall be screened from view from public rights-of-way and properties 

with a residential use. 

 

I. Dumpsters shall be located a minimum of fifty (50) feet from a property line adjacent 

to a residential use. 

 

J. All exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of 

adjacent properties. 

 

K. Audio amplification systems, including, but not limited to, telephone loudspeakers or 

paging systems, shall be located to ensure that the sound cannot be heard on adjacent 

properties. 

 

L. The owner of the vehicle repair establishment shall prepare and provide to the City a 

plan for the safe storage of flammable or hazardous materials to be stored or used on 

the property and an inventory of such materials. The plan shall provide for the 

prevention, containment, recovery, and mitigation of spilled fuel or other hazardous 

material. The inventory shall be submitted to the City prior to the building permit 

approval, listing the type, quantity, and location of these materials.  The inventory shall 

be kept current pursuant to direction provided by the City. 
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5.04.05 Fuel / Gasoline Stations  

A. The term gas station includes convenience stores with gas pumps, and establishments 

that provide the following accessory uses in addition to gas or other fuel pumps: oil 

change and light repair (but not including body work) for automobiles; car wash 

facility; fast food restaurants; drive-through restaurants; groceries; sundries; supplies 

for the traveling public; food; and beverages. 

 

B. Access shall be from a collector or arterial street. 

 

C. Fuel pump islands shall be set back a minimum of thirty (30) feet from any property 

line. 

 

D. Underground storage tanks shall be designed, located, and monitored in full compliance 

with State requirements.  Evidence of such compliance shall be provided to the City. 

 

E. Oil drainage pits and hydraulic lifts shall be located within an enclosed structure. 

 

F. Gasoline service stations located within 100 feet of any property zoned to allow 

residential uses shall be buffered in compliance with the following standards: 

1. A masonry, wooden, or solid fence shall be required on any side or rear property 

line that is within 100 feet of any property in a district zoned to allow residential 

uses; 

2. The decorative or finished side of the fence shall face outward; 

3. Perimeter landscaping shall include evergreen shrubs or understory trees planted in 

a double staggered row to form a continuous hedge.  The landscaping shall comply 

with the specifications set forth in Section 4.08.03 and the number of plants shall 

be doubled. 

 

G. Drive-through lanes for restaurants or car wash facilities associated with the gasoline 

service station shall be located a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from any property 

zoned to allow residential uses. Distance shall be measured from the outermost edge of 

the drive-through lane to the property line of property zoned to allow residential use. 

 

H. Dumpsters shall be located a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from the property line 

of property zoned to allow residential use. 

 

I. All exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of 

adjacent properties. 

 

J. Audio amplification systems, including, but not limited to, telephone loudspeakers or 

paging systems, shall be located to ensure that the sound cannot be heard on adjacent 

properties. 

 

K. Repair services shall be limited to minor repairs to passenger vehicles, such as tires 

repair or replacement; oil and other fluid changing; replacement of belts, hoses, filters, 

and windshield wipers; and similar minor repairs. No body work, painting, engine tune-
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up or overhaul, or repair of trucks, RVs, or commercial vehicles shall be provided. All 

permissible repair services shall be carried out only within an enclosed building. 

 

L. Vehicle parts, supplies, damaged parts, or other materials and supplies shall be stored 

within an enclosed building. 

 

M. Canopies over gas pumps or pump islands shall meet the setback requirements for the 

zoning district in which they are located. 

 

N. The sale of vehicles is prohibited on the gas station site and any adjacent right-of-way. 

 

5.04.06 Religious Facilities 

A. The principal use for a site developed for religious uses is worship.  Worship is a form 

of religious practice with its creed and ritual. 

 

B. Uses and activities other than worship shall be considered accessory uses and shall be 

clearly ancillary to the principal use.  Such uses and activities shall be limited to: 

1. Religious instruction (such as “Sunday School,” Bible school, or similar instruction 

or study typically associated with the religion); offices to support the religious 

facility 

2. Child day care, adult day care, preschool, or child nursery school subject to the 

standards of Section 5.04.06.E 

3. Private academic school, subject to the standards of Section 5.04.06.H 

4. Fellowship hall or social hall, which may be known as a community center, activity 

hall, or life center, with or without a kitchen, subject to the standards of Section 

5.04.06.I 

5. Individual meeting spaces 

 

C. All accessory uses are subject to the following requirements: 

1. The accessory use shall be owned and operated only by the owner of the principal 

use. 

2. The facility housing the accessory use shall meet all local, State, or Federal 

standards. 

3. The owner of the principal use shall obtain any licenses required to conduct the 

accessory use.  Any approval of the accessory use shall be contingent upon 

demonstrating that all licenses have been obtained. 

4. Audio amplification systems, including, but not limited to, telephone loudspeakers 

or paging systems, shall be located to ensure that the sound cannot be heard on 

adjacent properties. 

5. All outdoor activities shall occur no earlier than 8:00 a.m. and no later than 10:00 

p.m. 

6. All exterior lighting shall be directed or shielded to avoid illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

7. Outdoor play or activity areas shall be no closer than thirty (30) feet from property 

designated for residential use, as measured to the nearest residential property line. 
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D. The following activities shall be prohibited in association with religious uses: overnight 

lodging facilities or other temporary sleeping quarters; and any use not specifically 

identified as an allowable accessory use.  Notwithstanding the prohibition of overnight 

lodging, one (1) residential dwelling unit may be provided as a parsonage, subject to 

the standards of Section 5.04.06.H. 

 

E. Child day care, adult day care, preschool, or child nursery school uses are allowable 

accessory uses subject to the following standards: 

1. The total floor area allocated to the child day care, adult day care, preschool, or 

child nursery school uses shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the total gross floor 

area on the site.  The calculation of total floor area allocated to the uses shall be 

cumulative and shall include all child day care, adult day care, preschool, and child 

nursery school facilities, and mechanical and support facilities required for 

operation of the child day care, adult day care, preschool, or child nursery. 

2. An off-street drop-off area for persons served by the facility shall be provided. 

 

F. Private academic schools are allowable accessory uses subject to the following 

standards: 

1. The total floor area allocated to the school shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of 

the total gross floor area on the site.  The calculation of total floor area allocated to 

the school shall include all components of the school: classrooms, school library, 

school offices, teacher work areas, and the like, including related mechanical and 

support facilities. 

2. An off-street drop-off area for persons served by the facility shall be provided. 

 

G. A fellowship hall is an allowable accessory use subject to the following standards: 

1. Dining, including dining open to the public as a “soup kitchen,” is permitted 

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., provided: 

a. The owner of the religious use ensures that meal recipients remain on the site 

except during travel to and from the fellowship hall; and 

b. No consideration or value of any kind is given, directly or indirectly, in 

exchange for the meal. 

2. The total floor area allocated to the fellowship hall, including related mechanical 

and support facilities, shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of the total floor area on 

the site. 

 

H. One (1) residential dwelling unit is allowable to serve as a parsonage, subject to the 

following standards: 

1. The minimum lot area devoted to the dwelling unit (“parsonage lot”) shall comply 

with the standards set forth for dwelling units in R-2 in Table 4.01.01.  The 

parsonage lot shall be used exclusively for the dwelling unit, and shall not include 

any primary or other accessory use allowable on the site.   

2. Two (2) parking spaces shall be provided within the parsonage lot. 

3. The parsonage lot may contain children’s outdoor play equipment, in a size and 

quantity typical of a single-family residential use, but shall not contain an accessory 

recreation facility for the principal religious facility. 
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I. The parsonage lot may contain a residential swimming pool, fully enclosed, and 

attached to the dwelling. 

 

J. A specific parking plan shall be provided.  This plan shall identify the principal use and 

each accessory use proposed on the site.  The parking plan shall indicate the hours of 

operation and peak times of use (parking demand) for the principal use and each 

accessory use on the site.  The parking standards for the primary use and each accessory 

use shall be identified based upon Section 6.04.02.  The parking plan may include 

reduced or shared parking.  If reduced or shared parking is proposed, the parking plan 

and supporting data shall clearly indicate that differing peak use and associated parking 

requirements shall not result in a parking deficiency on the site.  The parking plan shall 

indicate areas designated for overflow parking during times of extraordinary use (such 

as festival or holiday periods). 

 

K. The proposal for the religious facility shall demonstrate compliance with street, 

driveway, and sidewalk standards set forth in Chapter 6. 

 

5.04.07 Dry Storage Facilities for Watercraft  

A. Dry storage facilities for watercraft may be freestanding or co-located with a permitted 

marina. 

1. All exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of 

adjacent properties. 

2. Audio amplification systems, including, but not limited to, telephone loudspeakers 

or paging systems, shall be located to ensure that the sound cannot be heard on 

adjacent properties. 

 

B. Dry storage facilities for watercraft may include minor repair facilities.   

1. Such minor repair facilities may include an open boat yard for watercraft awaiting 

repair or engaged in repair.  The open boat yard shall not exceed fifteen (15) percent 

of the site area for the dry storage facility. 

2. Open boat yards shall be screened from view from a public right-of-way by means 

of fencing, a wall, or a landscaped buffer, in compliance with Section 5.04.07.G.  

3. Minor repair facilities shall be fully enclosed and setback twenty-five feet (25) from 

the property line.  A fully enclosed minor repair facility shall not exceed ten (10) 

percent of the site area for the dry storage facility.  Doors or openings to service 

bays shall not open toward adjacent properties with a residential use.   

4. The owner of the vehicle repair establishment shall prepare and provide to the City 

a plan for the safe storage of flammable or hazardous materials to be stored or used 

on the property and an inventory of such materials.  The plan shall provide for the 

prevention, containment, recovery, and mitigation of spilled fuel or other hazardous 

material.  The inventory shall be submitted to the City prior to the building permit 

approval, listing the type, quantity, and location of these materials.  The inventory 

shall be kept current pursuant to direction provided by the City. 

 

C. Open lot storage 
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1. Open lot storage shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the site area for the 

dry storage facility.  Open lot storage excludes any stacking or racks for watercraft. 

2. Open lot storage shall be screened from view from any public right-of-way by 

means of fencing, a wall, or a landscaped buffer, in compliance with Section 

5.04.07.G. 

 

D. Open storage racks  

1. Open storage racks are permissible only in conjunction with other onsite enclosed 

or partially enclosed storage facilities or enclosed buildings. 

2. Open storage racks shall be screened from view from any public right-of-way by 

means of fencing, or a wall, or by locating behind onsite buildings. 

3. Open storage racks shall not exceed three (3) tiers of storage. 

 

E. Partially enclosed storage racks 

1. Partially enclosed storage racks shall not exceed four (4) tiers of storage. 

2. Partially enclosed storage racks shall include one (1) or more walls, designed and 

constructed to ensure that the storage racks are not visible from a public-right-of-

way. 

 

F. Fully enclosed storage racks shall not exceed four (4) tiers of storage. 

 

G. Standards for screening 

Where screening of facilities is required in this section, the following standards shall 

be met: 

1. A fence or wall used for screening shall be not more than fifty (50) percent open.  

The finished side shall face outward. 

2. Where a landscaped buffer is provided, the plants shall include evergreen trees and 

shrubs.  The trees and shrubs shall be planted in double staggered rows to form a 

continuous screen at least six (6) feet in height. 

3. The landscaping shall be maintained to ensure continuation of the vegetative 

screen. Dead or damaged plant materials shall be replaced as soon as possible based 

on the growing season. 

4. Where the landscaped buffer is not adequately maintained, the City may require 

replacement of the landscaped buffer with a solid wall or fence. 
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5.04.08 Vehicle Sales and Rentals – New or Used Vehicles  

A. Vehicle sales or rental establishments may sell, rent, or lease vehicles. 

 

B. Vehicles offered for sale, rent, or lease shall be operable. In addition, the owner shall 

have a valid dealer’s license. 

 

C. All areas established for display or sale shall be provided with a paved, or stabilized, 

dust free surface. The driveway aisle providing access to the display area shall comply 

with driveway standards set forth in the Engineering Standards Manual of Fort Walton 

Beach. 

 

D. Areas established for display or sale of vehicles shall not include any parking spaces 

required to meet the standards of Section 6.04.02. 

 

E. Mechanical services, including repairs, body work, and painting are permitted as an 

accessory use to vehicles sales or rental establishments. 

1. Such repairs shall be conducted only within an enclosed building which meets all 

applicable Federal and State requirements, including health, safety, and fire 

prevention regulations. 

2. Doors or openings to service bays shall be located a minimum of seventy-five (75) 

feet from property zoned to allow residential use.  As an alternative to the minimum 

setback, the doors or openings to service bays shall not open towards property 

zoned to allow residential use and shall be screened from view. 

 

F. All property lines adjacent to vehicle displays shall have installed a permanent 

guardrail, fence, or parking block to prevent vehicles from accidentally rolling from 

the display area. 

 

G. The owner of the vehicle sales establishment shall prepare and provide to the City a 

plan for the safe storage of flammable or hazardous materials to be stored or used on 

the property and an inventory of such materials.  The plan shall provide for the 

prevention, containment, recovery, and mitigation of spilled fuel or other hazardous 

material.  The inventory shall be submitted to the City prior to the building permit 

approval, listing the type, quantity, and location of these materials.  The inventory shall 

be kept current pursuant to direction provided by the City. 

 

H. Vehicles, signs, banners, tents, or other items used in connection with the operation of 

the vehicle sales and rental establishment shall not be stored, parked, displayed, or 

otherwise placed on public rights-of-way at any time. 

 

I. All exterior lighting shall be directed or shielded to prevent illumination of adjacent 

properties. 
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J. Audio amplification systems, including, but not limited to, telephone loudspeakers or 

paging systems, shall be located to ensure that they cannot be heard on adjacent 

properties. 

 

K. All outside storage and loading areas shall be fully screened from view from adjacent 

properties zoned for residential use, and from the public right-of-way. 

1. Screening may be landscaping or enclosure by a wooden, masonry, or solid fence.  

2. Where landscaping is provided, the plant materials shall include understory trees 

and shrubs.  Plan materials shall meet the specifications set forth in Section 4.08.00.  

The trees and shrubs shall be planted in double staggered rows. 

3. Where a fence is provided, the fence shall be a minimum of six (6) feet and a 

maximum of eight (8) feet in height.  The finished side shall face outward. 

 

5.04.09 Communication Towers and Antennas  

Each applicant requesting a building permit for the location of communication towers and 

antennas shall meet the following at the time of application: 

A. Federal approvals.  All communication towers must meet or exceed current standards 

and regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Federal 

Communication Commission (FCC), and any other agency of the Federal government 

with the authority to regulate communication towers and antennas.  The applicant shall 

submit copies of all FAA, FCC, Eglin Air Force Base, Hurlburt Field, Okaloosa 

Regional Airport and FDOT approvals, whichever is/are applicable. 

 

B. Design.  The applicant shall submit the communication tower design plans which shall 

be designed by an engineer licensed in the State of Florida in accordance with the 

building code requirements of the City.  The design shall show the access that is 

provided for inspections.  Communication towers shall either maintain a galvanized 

steel finish or, subject to any applicable standards of the FAA, be painted a neutral 

color, so as to reduce visual obtrusiveness.  Dish antennas will be of a neutral, non-

reflective color with no logos. 

 

C. Safety fall zone.  Applicants shall submit a report by an engineer licensed in the State 

of Florida of the safety fall zone of the specified communication tower.  The safety fall 

zone shall be measured from the base of the communication tower to any property line.  

Communication towers shall be designed to collapse within the lot lines in case of 

structural failure. 

 

D. Co-location. 

1. The applicant shall submit a certification from an engineer licensed in the State of 

Florida that the communications tower has been designed to accommodate co-

location.  If the communication tower cannot accommodate co-location, then the 

engineer should certify the reason(s) it cannot accommodate additional antennas. 

2. The applicant shall submit a plan for co-location, providing for at least three (3) 

other providers, with local government needs considered.  If co-location is not 

possible, the applicant shall provide evidence as to the reason(s) it is not possible 

to meet this requirement. 
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3. The applicant shall commit to ensuring that each antenna owner will comply with 

Federal, State, and local regulations. 

4. Each antenna owner shall have an approved building permit prior to erecting the 

antenna on the communication tower.  The applicant shall show that the antenna 

will not extend more than ten (10) feet horizontally beyond the vertical plane of the 

edge of the communications tower and will not project above the existing 

communication tower structure's approved height. 

 

E. Setback.  The applicant shall submit a site plan showing a minimum of one-half  (½) 

the tower height plus fifty (50) feet between the base of the communication tower and 

any residential property line, otherwise a distance equal to the safety fall zone between 

the base of the communication tower and any nonresidential property. 

 

F. Buffer.  The applicant shall submit a plan showing: 

1. An eight (8)-foot high fence or wall, with access by a locked gate only, around the 

base of the communication tower or the property as required by the FCC.  The fence 

or wall shall be equipped with an appropriate anti-climbing device. 

2. A minimum of a five (5)-foot landscaping buffer, consistent with the requirements 

of Section 4.08.05 installed around the entire perimeter of the fence or wall.  

Additional landscaping may be required if deemed necessary to provide a buffer 

between the communication tower and adjacent residentially zoned properties.  

This requirement may be waived by the Development Administrator if the base of 

the communication tower is a minimum of 500 feet from all property lines. 

 

G. Signage.  The applicant shall submit a sign plan showing: 

1. That no portion of the communication tower will be used for advertising purposes, 

including a company's name; 

2. That the party responsible for the operation and maintenance of the facility, its 

address, and telephone number is provided; and 

3. That all security or safety signs required by Federal, State, or local regulations are 

provided. 

 

H. Lighting. The applicant shall submit a plan that shows the signals, lights, or 

illumination provided and the Federal, State, or local rule, regulation, or requirement. 

 

I. Maintenance and inspections. The applicant shall submit a plan for inspections and 

maintenance of the communication tower so that it remains in good condition, order, 

and repair and that the same shall not menace or endanger the life or property of any 

person. 

1. The City may require FCC inspection reports and/or that the communication tower 

be inspected if there is reason to believe that the structural or electrical integrity of 

the communication tower is jeopardized. All certifications and inspections required 

herein shall be made by and at the sole cost of the provider, and certified and 

submitted to the City. 

 

2. The City and its agents shall have the authority to enter onto the property upon 
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which a communications tower is located, upon reasonable notice to the owner, to 

inspect the communications tower for purposes of determining whether it complies 

with all applicable laws and regulations. All expenses relating to such inspections 

by the City shall be borne by the owner. 

 

J. Abandonment. The owner shall submit a plan for abandonment of the communication 

tower which shall include a copy of the notice to the FCC of intent to cease operations 

for each user of the communication tower and a plan to remove the communication 

tower within a minimum of 180 days after abandonment.  Any communication tower 

or antenna that is not operated for a continuous period of twenty-four (24) months shall 

be considered abandoned, and the owner of each such communication tower or antenna 

shall remove same within 180 days of receipt of notice from the City notifying the 

owner of such removal requirement.  Removal includes the removal of the tower, all 

tower and fence footers, underground cables, and support buildings.  If there are two 

(2) or more users of a single communication tower, then this provision shall not become 

effective until all users cease using the communication tower. 

 

5.04.10 Arenas, Auditoriums, and Stadiums  

A. Arenas, auditoriums, and stadiums include open, partially enclosed, or fully enclosed 

facilities intended to be used for such activities as spectator sports, entertainment 

events, expositions, or other public gatherings. 

 

B. Arenas, auditoriums, and stadiums may include accessory uses, such as snack shops or 

food stands, ice cream stands, gift shops, or similar uses, provided that such uses are 

not open to the general public without entrance to the arena, auditorium, or stadium. 

 

C. An arena, auditorium, or stadium shall be located a minimum of 500 feet from property 

zoned to allow residential uses.  The distance shall be measured from the outermost 

structural component of the arena, auditorium, or stadium to the property line. 

 

D. The parking lot or structure serving the arena, auditorium, or stadium shall be located 

a minimum of 200 feet from property zoned to allow residential uses. 

 

E. All access to an arena, auditorium, or stadium shall be directly from an arterial road.  

The location and design of the primary and secondary access points to the arena, 

auditorium, or stadium shall minimize traffic impacts on local streets and residential 

neighborhoods. 

 

F. A perimeter landscaped buffer shall be required and shall be twice the minimum 

standard set forth in Section 4.08.05. 
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G. Exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

 

H. Loudspeakers or paging systems shall be designed, installed, and used to avoid 

detection on adjacent properties. 

 

I. Outside storage and loading areas shall be fully screened from view from the public 

right-of-way and adjacent properties.  The design and development of the outdoor 

storage and loading areas shall comply with the standards set forth in Section 5.01.13. 

 

J. Temporary or permanent sanitation facilities that are not located within the principal 

building shall be fully screened from view from the public right-of-way and adjacent 

properties. 

 

5.04.11 Community Residential Homes 

A. A community residential home is defined in Chapter 419.001, F.S. 

 

B. A community residential home for six (6) or fewer residents is considered a single-

family dwelling and is permissible by the City provided that the home is no closer than 

1,000 feet from another such facility. 

 

C. The sponsoring agency shall notify the City in writing of establishment of the 

community residential home. 

 

D. When a community residential home for six (6) or fewer residents is proposed on a 

parcel zoned for multifamily residential use, the sponsoring agency shall notify the City 

in writing as set forth in Chapter 419.001, F.S.  The City shall review the notice and 

approve the home as consistent with this LDC, allow the home to be established without 

review following a sixty (60) day period, or deny the establishment of the community 

residential home.  Denial shall meet the requirements set forth in Chapter 419.001, F.S. 

 

E. All matters pertaining to the establishment of a community residential home shall be 

governed by the requirements of Chapter 419.001, F.S. 
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5.04.12 Self-Service Storage  

A. The following activities or uses are permissible on the grounds or within the buildings 

of self-service storage facilities: 

1. Rental of storage bays; 

2. Sales of boxes or goods related directly to the operation of a self-service storage 

facility; and 

3. Sales by the owner or manager of the facility of abandoned items for reclamation 

of rental costs. 

 

B. One (1) caretaker accessory dwelling may be permissible in compliance with the 

standards set forth in Section 5.01.04. 

 

C. The following activities or uses are prohibited on the grounds or within the buildings 

of self-service storage facilities: 

1) Wholesale sales; 

2) Retail sales, including garage sales, or other commercial activities; 

3) Manufacturing, fabrication, processing, or other industrial activities; 

4) Service or repair of vehicles, engines, electronic equipment, or similar activities; 

5) Rehearsal or practice of musical instruments; and 

6) Residential use. 

 

D. Individual storage bays or private postal boxes within a self-service storage facility use 

shall not be considered premises for the purpose of assigning a legal address. 

 

E. Except as specifically provided in this section, all property stored on the site shall be 

entirely within enclosed buildings. 

 

F. Storage of flammable liquids, highly combustible or explosive materials, or hazardous 

chemicals is prohibited. 

 

G. Open storage of recreational vehicles and dry storage of pleasure boats shall be 

permissible within a self-service storage facility, provided that the following standards 

are met: 

1. A designated area shall be provided and clearly delineated. 

2. The storage area together with buildings on the site shall not exceed the buildable 

area, as defined by the setbacks required for the zoning district. 

3. The storage area shall be entirely screened from view from adjacent properties 

zoned to allow residential use and public rights-of-way by buildings, fences, or 

walls.  Landscaping shall be provided on the outside of the fence, according to the 

standards set forth for perimeter landscaping in Section 4.08.05. 

4. Dry stacking of boats is prohibited. 

  



Fort Walton Beach                                                        FINAL Land Development Code 

 

Accessory, Temporary, Special Uses Page 5 - 45  

 

H. The site shall comply with the following standards: 

1. The minimum site area is one (1) acre. 

2. Where two (2) or more buildings are provided, buildings shall be separated by a 

minimum of ten (10) feet. 

3. Overhead access doors shall not be visible from the public rights-of-way or adjacent 

properties zoned to allow residential use. 

4. Outdoor lighting shall be shielded and directed to avoid direct illumination of 

adjacent properties. 

5. The façade design shall comply with the requirements set forth in Section 4.00.04. 

6. Loudspeaker or paging equipment is prohibited. 

 

I. Traffic circulation requirements 

1. Interior parking shall be provided in the form of aisle ways adjacent to the storage 

bays. 

2. Aisle ways shall be used both for circulation and temporary customer parking while 

using storage bays. 

a) Where lanes are for one-way traffic, the minimum lane width shall be twenty 

(20) feet. 

b) Where lanes are for two-way traffic, the minimum lane width shall be twenty-

four (24) feet. 

c) Traffic flow patterns, directional signage, and painted land markings with 

arrows shall also be clearly marked. 

3. In order to ensure appropriate access and circulation by emergency vehicles and 

equipment, the turning radii of the aisle ways shall be approved by the fire marshal 

at the time of preliminary plan review. 

 

5.04.13 Marinas  

A. A marina may include the following facilities and uses: 

1. Wet slips for temporary or permanent dockage; 

2. Dry storage for boats; 

3. Rental of watercraft; 

4. Fuel and oil sales for watercraft; 

5. Sale of parts and supplies for watercraft; 

6. Sale of prepared, packaged food and beverages for personal consumption; 

7. Sale of personal safety equipment for use on watercraft; 

8. Bait, fresh, frozen, or artificial; and 

9.  Sale or rental of fishing equipment. 

 

B. Engine repair and maintenance, fiberglass repair, painting, or other repair services are 

prohibited.  Oil change is a permissible activity. 

 

C. A marina shall provide off-street parking in compliance with the standards set forth in 

Section 6.04.02 and shall include parking for boat trailers or vehicle-boat trailer 

combinations. Up to fifty (50) percent of the required off-street parking for vehicles 

may be replaced with parking spaces for vehicle-boat trailer combinations. However, 

parking for only boat trailers shall not count toward meeting the requirement for off-
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street parking spaces. 

 

D. Stacked dry storage for boats shall be permissible only within an enclosed or partially 

enclosed building in compliance with the standards set forth in Section 5.04.07. 

 

E. Where fuel or other hazardous substances will be stored, handled, or sold, the marina 

shall provide facilities and procedures for the prevention, containment, recovery, and 

mitigation of spilled fuel or other hazardous substances. Facilities and procedures shall 

be designed to prevent such substances from entering the water or soil, and shall include 

adequate means for prompt and effective cleanup of spills. 

 

F. Docks, piers, pilings, ramps, and other marine structures shall be placed to avoid 

obstruction of navigable waters and alteration of natural water flow and circulation. 

 

G. Docks, piers, pilings, ramps, and other marine structures shall be placed to avoid grass 

beds and wetlands. 

 

H. Construction materials and processes shall avoid or minimize environmental impacts 

and shall implement best practices. 

 

I. Outdoor lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

 

J. A marina that provides mooring for live-aboard boats shall comply with the following 

standards: 

 1. Only boats with sewage holding facilities shall be permissible. 

 2. The marina shall provide sewage pump-out facilities. 

3. A dumpster shall be provided and shall comply with the standards set forth in 

Section 5.01.06. 

 

5.04.14 Manufactured Home Communities 

Mobile homes, manufactured homes, or modular homes may be located within a manufactured 

home community. Such homes are not required to comply with the standards set forth in 

Section 4.01.02. The following standards apply to manufactured home communities: 

A. The manufactured home community shall be limited to rental of lots.  Where lots are 

intended to be sold, the subdivision standards set forth in Section 4.07.00 shall be met. 

 

B. The minimum parcel size shall be three (3) acres. 
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C. The following setbacks shall be provided on the perimeter of the manufactured home 

community parcel: 

1. The front yard setback shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet. 

2. The side yard setback shall be a minimum of fifteen (15) feet.  

3. The rear yard setback shall be a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet. 

 

D. The impervious surface coverage standard shall be calculated for the manufactured 

community parcel as a whole. 

 

E. Perimeter landscaping shall be provided as set forth in Section 4.08.05. 

 

F. Individual lots for manufactured homes within a manufactured home community shall 

meet the following standards: 

1. Each lot shall be clearly defined. 

2. Each lot shall provide an individual utility connection. 

3. The minimum lot area shall be 4,000 s.f. 

4. The minimum lot width shall be forty (40) feet. 

5. Lots shall be located to provide a minimum of twenty (20) feet between adjacent 

manufactured home units and between a manufactured home unit and any other 

building within the manufactured home community.  The separation shall be 

measured at the outermost point of each building. 

6. Where adjacent units have porches, the minimum separation may be reduced to 

fifteen (15) feet. 

 

G. Each individual manufactured home lot shall include two (2) parking spaces, designed 

and built in compliance with the Engineering Standards Manual of Fort Walton Beach. 

 

H. A manufactured home community may include one (1) building which may include 

administrative offices, social hall / community meeting space, self-service laundry, and 

equipment storage.  Parking shall be provided for the building according to the 

standards set forth in Section 6.04.02. 

 

I. Manufactured home communities with fifty (50) or more units shall provide on-site 

recreation facilities. 

 

J. The entrance drive and internal streets shall comply with the standards set forth in the 

Engineering Standards Manual of Fort Walton Beach. 
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5.04.15 Bed and Breakfast Lodging Establishments 

A. A newly constructed building for a bed and breakfast lodging establishment shall be 

consistent and compatible with the design, appearance, and character of residential 

dwellings located within the surrounding block. 

 

B. An existing residential building may be converted to a bed and breakfast lodging 

establishment, provided that the building and the site are conforming to the standards 

in this LDC. 

 

C. The owner / operator of the bed and breakfast establishment shall reside on the 

premises. 

 

D. Density of the bed and breakfast lodging establishment shall be determined as follows: 

1. Two (2) bedrooms or lodging rooms shall be the equivalent of one (1) residential 

dwelling unit.  

2. Where the equivalent number of residential dwellings contains a fraction, the 

number shall be rounded up to the next whole number.  

3. All bedrooms shall be counted in the determination of density, whether occupied 

by the owner, the owner’s family in residence in the bed and breakfast inn, or 

lodging guests. 

 

E. A private bath shall be provided for each guest room. 

 

F. Breakfast, social events, and activities shall be limited to the guests or lodgers in the 

bed and breakfast lodging, and shall not be offered or available to the general public. 

 

G. Parking shall be located to the side or rear of the principal building, provided that the 

parking lot and spaces are not located in the required setback.  The number of required 

spaces shall be as set forth in Section 6.04.02.  The design of the parking lot shall 

comply with the standards set forth in the Engineering Standards Manual of Fort 

Walton Beach. 

 

H. One (1) sign identifying the bed and breakfast lodging establishment shall be 

permissible, subject to the following standards: 

1. The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet. 

2. The sign shall have color, design, and materials consistent with the color, design, 

and materials of the bed and breakfast lodging establishment. 

3. The sign shall not be illuminated. 

4. Only a monument sign or wall mounted sign shall be permissible. 
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5.04.16 Car Wash and Detailing Facility, Freestanding 

A car wash and detailing facility proposed as an accessory to a principal use shall meet the 

standards for accessory structures set forth in Section 5.01.02. Where a car wash and detailing 

facility is an accessory to a fuel / gasoline station, the standards of Section 5.04.05 shall apply. 

A car wash and detailing facility may be established as a freestanding principal use, and may 

include both self-service and attendant operations, subject to the standards of the zoning district 

and the following supplemental standards. 

A. The car wash and detailing facility shall be located a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet 

from any parcel zoned to allow residential use, measured as the shortest distance from 

property line to property line.  In addition, the washing bays shall be screened from 

view in compliance with the following standards: 

1. A fence or wall a minimum of six (6) feet and a maximum of eight (8) feet in height 

shall be installed.  The fence or wall shall be solid and the finished side shall face 

outward; OR 

2. A landscaped buffer may be installed, provided that the plants are evergreen trees 

and shrubs, planted in double staggered rows to form a continuous screen at least 

six (6) feet in height. 

 

B. The primary access to the car wash facility shall be from a collector or arterial street. 

 

C. An off-street stacking lane shall be provided for each car washing bay.  Each stacking 

lane shall be a minimum of sixty (60) feet in length. 

 

D. Where an office is included on the site of the car wash facility, off-street parking shall 

be provided in compliance with Section 6.04.02. 

 

E. Exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

 

F. All car wash and detailing bays shall be designed to minimize and capture airborne 

particles of water, chemicals, and dust. 

 

G. The car wash facility shall provide for treatment and recycling of runoff water. 

 

H. No permanent storage of vehicles or equipment shall be permissible outside. 
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5.04.17 Distribution Centers and Freight and Moving Establishments 

Distribution centers and freight and moving establishments are permissible within the CTP 

zoning district, subject to the standards of the district.  Distribution centers and freight and 

moving establishments are permissible within the CG and MB zoning districts, subject to the 

standards of the district and the supplemental standards set forth in this section. 

A. Doors or openings to loading bays and docks shall not open toward adjacent properties 

zoned to allow residential use. 

 

B. Loading bays and docks shall be screened from view from public rights-of-way and 

properties zoned to allow residential use. 

 

C. Goods and materials shall be stored within the principal building or a permissible 

accessory storage building.  Outside storage of goods and materials is prohibited. 

 

D. Perimeter landscaping required by Section 4.08.05 shall be doubled. 

 

E. Exterior lighting shall be directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of adjacent 

properties. 

 

5.04.18 Ice Vending Kiosks and Buildings 

A. Ice vending kiosks and buildings are free-standing kiosks or buildings where ice is 

dispensed in bags. 

 

B. Ice vending kiosks and buildings may be accessory structures on sites where a principal 

building is located. 

 

C. Ice vending kiosks and buildings may be principal structures on a platted lot. 

 

D. Where the ice vending kiosk or building is located on a lot with a principal building, 

the area devoted to the ice vending kiosk or building shall not occupy any required 

parking, loading area, easement, buffer, landscaped area, or setback. 

1. The site area for an ice vending kiosk or building shall not exceed twenty-five (25) 

feet wide and thirty (30) feet long. 

2. The kiosk or building shall be located at least two (2) feet from the side line of the 

site area designated for the ice vending operation. 

3. The kiosk or building shall be located at least two (2) feet from the rear line of the 

site area designated for the ice vending operation. 

4. A portion of the site measuring nine (9) feet wide and eighteen (18) feet long shall 

be clearly marked as a loading space, or temporary parking space to accommodate 

a motorist obtaining ice from the vending building. 

5. The traffic circulation on the site of the principal use shall allow for queuing of two 

(2) additional vehicles awaiting use of the vending building. 

 

E. Where the ice vending kiosk or building is the principal use on the site, the kiosk or 

building shall comply with the setback and impervious surface standards for the zoning 

district as set forth in Chapter 4. 
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 1. One temporary parking or loading space shall be provided. 

2. The driveway shall provide off-street space for queuing of two (2) vehicles in 

addition to the temporary parking / loading space. 

 

F. All ice vending kiosk and building sites, whether accessory 

or principal uses, shall meet the following standards: 

1. The site shall be adequately lighted; lights shall be 

directed to provide safety for operators and shall be 

shielded to avoid glare onto adjacent properties. 

2. Roof-mounted equipment shall be shielded from view 

on all sides by a material consistent with that of the 

vending kiosk or building. 

 

5.04.19 Golf Course 

A. A golf course may be public or private and may include the following buildings and 

accessory uses: 

1. Clubhouse, with or without a pro shop; 

2. Retail sales of golf supplies and accessories; 

3. Restaurant or snack shop; 

4. Cart rental; 

5. Equipment building for maintenance, minor repairs, and storage.  Storage may 

include grounds maintenance equipment, fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides; and 

6. Driving range. 

 

B. The types of golf courses that are permissible include par 3, executive, or regulation. 

 

C. The following site development standards are required for all golf course development: 

1. The minimum setback from any property line for buildings, greens, and fairways 

shall be sixty (60) feet. 

2. Safety netting is required for a driving range and shall be located on the perimeter 

of the playing area where such area abuts a public right-of-way.  The safety netting 

shall be a minimum of thirty-two (32) feet in height. 

3. Outdoor lights for driving ranges, tees, greens, fairways, or buildings shall be 

directed and shielded to avoid direct illumination of adjacent properties. 

4. Loudspeaker or paging systems are prohibited. 

5. Golf cart crossings of pedestrian paths or public rights-of-way shall be plainly 

marked and located for safety of the cart users, pedestrians, and motorists. 

6. Outdoor areas for storage of golf carts shall be fully screened from view from 

adjacent properties and any public right-of-way. 

  

Figure 5.04.18 (F).  Screening of 

ice vending kiosks 
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5.04.20 Gardens, Freestanding 

A garden may be an accessory use, subject to the standards for all accessory uses set forth in 

Section 5.01.02.  A garden may be a freestanding principal use, subject to the standards set 

forth below. 

A. The garden plot shall be located as follows: 

1. The minimum setback from the front property line shall be twenty (20) feet. 

2. The minimum setback from side and rear property lines shall be five (5) feet. 

 

B. A storage building may be placed on site, provided such building is in compliance with 

the standards for storage buildings set forth in Section 5.01.07. 

 

C. A fence may be placed on site, provided that the fence is transparent and complies with 

the standards for fences set forth in Section 5.01.08. 

 

D. Proper City and State licensing and permit/inspections shall be obtained, including 

approval from the Florida Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services (only for 

commercial sites). 

 

E. In R-1E, R-1, and R-2 zoning districts, no sales shall take place at the garden site.  No 

distribution of goods to or from the site is allowed. 

 

F. In commercial and mixed-use districts, landscaping standards do not apply. 

 

G. Parking requirements are as follows: 

1. In R-1E, R-1, and R-2 zoning districts, two (2) off-street parking spaces shall be 

provided.  Such spaces shall be provided in compliance with the standards set forth 

in the Engineering Standards Manual of Fort Walton Beach. 

2. In all other zoning districts, parking shall be provided as set forth in Section 6.04.02 

for farmer’s markets.  

 

5.04.21 Restaurants 

 

A. The drive-up window(s) for restaurants with drive-up or drive-through service shall not be 

located adjacent to property that is used or zoned for residential use. Where the site 

configuration does not allow for locating the drive-up or drive-through window on property 

lines adjacent to nonresidential uses, the drive-up or drive-through window shall be a 

minimum of fifty (50) feet from the property line abutting property used or zoned for 

residential development. 

 

B. All drive-up or drive-through lanes shall comply with the stacking standards in Section 

6.05.02 of this LDC. 

 

C. All drive-up or drive-through lanes shall be designed and located to avoid lights from 

vehicles in the drive-up or drive-through lanes shining toward or onto residential property. 

This standard may be met through the installation of a solid wall or solid fence. 

 



Fort Walton Beach                                                        FINAL Land Development Code 

 

Accessory, Temporary, Special Uses Page 5 - 53  

 

D. Speaker systems shall be located to avoid sound that is audible above daytime ambient 

noise at the property line. 

 

E. Dog-Friendly Dining. Pursuant to section 509.233(2), Florida Statutes, there is hereby 

created in the City of Fort Walton Beach, Florida, a local exemption procedure to certain 

provisions of the United States Food and Drug Administration Food Code, as amended 

from time to time, and as adopted by the State of Florida Division of Hotels and Restaurants 

of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, in order to allow patrons’ dogs 

within certain designated outdoor portions of public food service establishments, which 

exemption procedure may be known as the City of Fort Walton Beach Dog Friendly Dining 

Program. 

 

1. To protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the public, a public food service 

establishment is prohibited from having any dog on its premises unless it possesses 

a valid permit issued in accordance with this part, which shall be made to the City 

on a form provided by the City, and shall include the following: 

a. The name, mailing address, and telephone contact information of the 

permit applicant and the subject food service establishment. 

b. A diagram and description of the outdoor area to be designated as 

available to patrons’ dogs, including dimensions of the designated 

area; a depiction of the number and placement of tables, chairs, and 

restaurant equipment, if any; the entryways and exits to the 

designated outdoor area; the boundaries of the designated area and 

of any other areas of outdoor dining not available for patrons’ dogs; 

any fences or other barriers; surrounding property lines and public 

rights-of-way, including sidewalks and common pathways; and 

such other information reasonably required by the City. The diagram 

or plan shall be accurate and to scale but need not be prepared by a 

licensed design professional. 

c. A description of the days of the week and hours of operation that 

patron’ dogs will be permitted in the designated outdoor area. 

d. All application materials shall contain the appropriate division 

issued license number for the subject public food service 

establishment. 

 

2. All permits issued under this section are subject to the following requirements: 

a. All public food service establishment employees shall wash their 

hands promptly after touching, petting, or otherwise handling any 

dog. Employees shall be prohibited from touching, petting, or 

otherwise handling any dog while serving food or beverages or 

handling tableware or before entering other parts of the public food 

service establishment. 

b. Patrons in a designated outdoor area shall be advised that they 

should wash their hands before eating. Waterless hand sanitizer shall 

be provided at all tables in the designated outdoor area. 
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c. Employees and patrons shall be instructed that they shall not allow 

dogs to come into contact with serving dishes, utensils, tableware, 

linens, paper products, or any other items involved in food service 

operations. 

d. Patrons shall keep their dogs on a leash at all times and shall keep 

their dogs under reasonable control. 

e. Dogs shall not be allowed on chairs, tables, or other furnishings. 

f. All table and chair surfaces shall be cleaned and sanitized with an 

approved product between seating of patrons. Spilled food and drink 

shall be removed from the floor or ground between seating of 

patrons. 

g. Accidents involving dog waste shall be cleaned immediately and the 

area sanitized with an approved product. A kit with the appropriate 

materials for this purpose shall be kept near the designated outdoor 

area. 

h. At least one sign reminding employees of the applicable rules, 

including those contained in this part, and those additional rules and 

regulations, if any, included as further conditions of the permit by 

the City, shall be posted in a conspicuous location frequented by 

employees within the public food service establishment. The 

mandatory sign shall be not less than eight and one half inches in 

width and eleven inches in height (8 ½ x 11) and printed in easily 

legible typeface of not less than twenty (20) point font size. 

i. At least one sign reminding patrons of the applicable rules, 

including those contained in this part, and those additional rules and 

regulations, if any, included as further conditions of the permit by 

the City, shall be posted in a conspicuous location within the 

designated outdoor portion of the public food service establishment. 

The mandatory sign shall be not less than eight and one half inches 

in width and eleven inches in height (8 ½ x 11) and printed in easily 

legible typeface of not less than twenty (20) point font size. 

j. At all times while the designated outdoor portion of the public food 

service establishment is available to patrons and their dogs, at least 

one sign shall be posted in a conspicuous and public location near 

the entrance to the designated outdoor portion of the public food 

service establishment, the purpose of which shall be to place patrons 

on notice that the designated outdoor portion of the public food 

service establishment is currently available to patrons accompanied 

by their dog or dogs. The mandatory sign shall be not less than eight 

and one-half inches in width and eleven inches in height (8 ½ x 11) 

and printed in easily legible typeface of not less than twenty (20) 

point font size. 

k. Dogs shall not be permitted to travel through indoor or undesignated 

outdoor portions of the public food service establishment, and 

ingress and egress to the designated outdoor portions of the public 

food service establishment shall not require entrance into or passage 
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through any indoor or undesignated outdoor portion of the public 

food service establishment. 

 

3. A permit issued pursuant to this part shall not be transferred to a subsequent owner 

upon the sale or transfer of a public food service establishment, but shall expire 

automatically upon such sale or transfer. The subsequent owner shall be required 

to reapply for a permit pursuant to this part if such owner wishes to continue to 

accommodate patrons’ dogs. 

 

4. In accordance with section 509.233(6), Florida Statutes, the City shall accept and 

document complaints related to the Dog Friendly Dining Program within the City, 

and shall timely report to the division all such complaints and the City’s 

enforcement response to such complaint. The City shall also timely provide the 

division with a copy of all approved applications and permits issued pursuant to 

this part. 

 

 

5.04.22 Schools, Academic, Charter, Public, or Private 

All academic schools, whether charter, public, or private, shall be located a minimum of 500 

feet from any establishment where selling alcohol for on-site consumption is a primary use. 

 

5.04.23 Tattoo Parlors and Body-Piercing Studios 

A tattoo parlor and/or piercing studio may be located in the zoning district subject to the 

following: 

A. Within the Downtown Design Overlay District, no tattoo parlor may be located 

within 1,500 feet of any other such business as measured from the main entrance 

of one establishment to the main entrance of another establishment. 

 

B. This section shall not apply to businesses established on or before May 1, 2012. 

 

5.04.24 Non-Chartered Financial Institutions 

A non-chartered financial institution may be located in the zoning district subject to the 

following: 

A. Within the Downtown Design Overlay District, no non-chartered financial 

institution may be located within 1,500 feet of any other such business as 

measured from the main entrance of one establishment to the main entrance of 

another establishment. 

 

5.04.25 Pawnshops 

A pawnshop may be located in the zoning district subject to the following:  

A. Within the Downtown Design Overlay District, no pawnshop may be located 

within 1,500 feet of any other such business as measured from the main entrance 

of one establishment to the main entrance of another establishment. 
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5.04.26 Adult-Oriented Uses 

An adult-oriented use may be located in the zoning district subject to the following: 

A. Within the Downtown Design Overlay District, no adult-oriented use may be 

allowed.  

B. This section shall not apply to businesses established on or before May 1, 2012. 

 

5.04.27 Fortune Tellers and Psychics 

A fortune teller or psychic may be located in the zoning district subject to the following: 

A. Within the Downtown Design Overlay District, no fortune teller or psychic may 

be located within 1,500 feet of any other such business as measured from the main 

entrance of one establishment to the main entrance of another establishment. 

 

5.04.28 Medical Facility for Recovery or Rehabilitation Services 

A medical facility for recovery or rehabilitation services may be located in the zoning district 

subject to the following: 

A. Facilities may allow for overnight stay if adequately constructed.  Buildings shall 

meet all Building Code requirements and Fire Safety requirements for facilities 

that allow overnight stay. 

B. Facilities that do not meet Building Code and Fire Safety requirements for 

overnight stay may provide daytime medical services. 

C. Facilities that abut residential properties may be required to provide additional 

buffering or make other accommodations to insure compatibility.  
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